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As soon as the period of financial stringency had passed, local
authorities began to experiment with different types of post-primary
organisation. Some preferred to house the advanced divisions and
the secondary courses in separate schools. In some districts
separate central schools were established for advanced division
pupils, whilst in many country areas advanced division "tops" to
the primary school were common. Some authorities preferred to
include the advanced division in the secondary school and this
experiment led to the "omnibus" type of school which is similar
in some ways to the English multilateral school1
In 1936 Parliament passed the Education (Scotland) Act which
was similar to the English Act of the same year. This Act
extended the school-leaving age to fifteen, with certain exemptions,
and applied the term "secondary0 to all forms of post-primary
education. As in England, the outbreak of the Second World War
rendered the Act inoperative.
The Local Government (Scotland) Act of 1929 transferred the
function of the ad hoc education authorities, established in 1918,
to the county councils of the counties and the town councils of the
four burghs of Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dundee, and Aberdeen. Each
of these became the local education authority for its area and was
required to appoint an education committee as in England.
After the Second World War, Parliament passed the Education
(Scotland) Act of 1945, followed by a consolidating Act in 1946,
which brought together all the enactments concerning education in
Scotland. The Act of 1945 applied to Scotland the policy that the
Government had decided upon with regard to England, but there are
certain differences between the Scottish Act and the English Act of
1944. Thus Scottish education did not have to deal with the prob-
lems caused in England by the dual system. Other important
differences should be noted. The county colleges of the English Act
are called junior colleges. Clause 11 provides that primary, secon-
dary, and compulsory further education, in public schools and junior
colleges shall be free, but local authorities may charge fees in some
or all of the classes in a limited number of primary and secondary
schools; but the power to charge fees can only be exercised where
it is without prejudice to the adequate provision of free primary
and secondary education in schools in which no fees are charged.
1 For the details concerning experiments in post-primary education between
1918 and 1936, the reader should consult Newman A. Wade, Post-Primary
Education in the Primary Schools of Scotland, University of London Press, 1939.